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What GCSE grade do I need to study psychology at Sir Isaac? 
• You will need GCSE grade 5 or higher in each of English literature, English 

language and a humanity (either history or geography)

Key Yr12 topics
• Social Influence
• Attachment
• Memory
• Psychopathology
• Approaches in psychology and 

biopsychology
• Research Methods including what is 

safe, ethical and sound research

Key Yr13 topics
• Nature vs Nurture
• Free Will vs Determinism
• Reduction vs Holism
• Forensic Psychology
• Relationships
• Aggression
• Schizophrenia
• Gender
• Eating Behaviour
• Addiction

Introductory topics in psychology (01) 2 hours 33% 

Psychology in context (02) 2 hours 33%

Issues and options in psychology (03) 2 hours 33%
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Do we get to do experiments in psychology?

A: As a general rule, we don’t get the opportunity to conduct experiments, as we 
would have to conduct them using the student body, which isn’t ideal. However, 
at the end of year 12 the students may be given the opportunity to set up and 
report a piece of research of their own. 

Q: What does a typical Psychology lesson look like?

A: A double lesson starts with the marking of homework, followed by a brief 
discussion of the work you have prepared for the lesson. This will also involve 
dealing with misconceptions from that preparation. The rest of the lesson is spent 
discussing pros and cons of research and studies and practising what you have 
learned using exam questions. 

Q: Do we go on trips?

A: We have done trips in the past and will continue to do so in the future. Some 
of these have included visiting places such as London, Nottingham and 
Manchester. We have also had a number of psychology speakers come into school 
and deliver talks on a variety of subjects. 

Q: Do I need to have studied psychology at GCSE?

A: No, the assumption is that all students are new to the subject. 

Q: How can I prepare for A-level psychology?

A: No preparation is necessary for the course. If you would like to do some wider 
psychology reading any book / TedTalk / podcast that takes your fancy will help 
you to get motivated for the subject. 


