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1. Introduction 
 
This policy sets out the admission arrangements for Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form for September 
2024 entry. Inspiration Trust is the admissions authority for Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form. 
 
2. Aims 
 
This policy aims to: 

• Explain how to apply for a place at Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form 
• Set out the college’s arrangements for allocating places to students who apply 
• Explain how to appeal against a decision 

 
3. Legislation and statutory requirements 
 
Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form is not required by its funding agreement to comply with the school 
admissions code 2021 or the school admission appeals code. The admissions process remains fair 
and transparent and provides equal opportunity for all to be admitted. 
 
4. Definitions 
 
Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a college, are: 

• In the care of a local authority, or 
• Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services 

functions. 
 
Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because 
they: 

• Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2022, or 
• Became subject to a child arrangements order, or 
• Became subject to a special guardianship order 

This includes children who appear to have been in state care outside of England and have ceased 
to be in state care due to being adopted. 
 
5. How to apply for entry into Year 12 (Y12 resit applicants please refer to section 8)  
 
Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form has an agreed published admission number (PAN) of 200 pupils for 
entry in Year 12. 
 
All applications will need to be made on Norfolk’s Help You Choose platform or directly via the Sir 
Isaac Newton Sixth Form application form available from the Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form website - 
www.isaacnewtonsixthform.org. The deadline for applications for entry to the Sir Isaac Newton Sixth 
Form is the 31st March. Any applications after that date will be considered after the on-time 
applications (except for looked after children). 
 
Applicants will need to confirm that they expect to meet the minimum academic entrance 
requirements by August 2024. Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form will publish on the website specific 
criteria in relation to minimum academic entrance requirements for admission. In addition to the 
sixth form’s minimum academic entry requirements, applicants will need to satisfy minimum 
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entrance requirements for the courses for which they are applying. If applicants fail to meet the 
minimum course requirements, they will be given the option of pursuing any alternative courses for 
which they do meet the minimum academic requirements, subject to spaces being available. 
 
You will receive an offer for a place via email, directly from Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form. 
  
6. Allocation of places 
 
6.1 Oversubscription criteria (Y12 resit applicants please refer to section 8)  
 
If an applicant has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) that names Sir Isaac Newton Sixth 
Form, that applicant will be offered a place if they meet the academic entry requirements.  
 
If Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be offered a place if they 
meet the academic entry requirements. 
 
If Year 12 is oversubscribed, the following oversubscription criteria will apply in the order in which 
they are set out below, providing they have met the sixth form entry and course requirements: 
 

1. Highest priority will be given to looked after children and all previously looked after children 
who apply for a place at Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form. 

2. Applicants with siblings at Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form. Siblings include step siblings, foster 
siblings, adopted siblings and other children living permanently at the same address. Priority 
will not be given to applicants with siblings who are former students of Sir Isaac Newton 
Sixth Form. 

3. Applicants who have been eligible for the pupil premium at secondary school.  
4. Priority will next be given to applicants who are children of a member of staff at Sir Isaac 

Newton Sixth Form who have been employed at Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form for two or 
more years at the time at which the application for admission to the Sixth Form is made 

5. Priority will next be given to applicants based on highest average GCSE grade in 
mathematics and science subjects taken at GCSE 

6. Priority will next be given to applicants in Year 11 who attend named feeder Academies and 
they have met the entrance requirements for the courses listed on their application form. The 
named feeder Academies are Jane Austen College, Cromer Academy, Hethersett Academy, 
The Hewett Academy, Wayland Academy and Inspiration Trust Basketball Academy. 

 
6.2 Tie break 
 
In the case of two or more applications that cannot be separated by the oversubscription criteria 
outlined above, we will use the distance between Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form and an applicant’s 
home as a tie breaker to decide between applicants. Priority will be given to applicants who live 
closest to the college. Distance will be measured in a straight line from the applicant’s home 
address to the college’s front gates on 30 Bethel Street, Norwich. An applicant’s home address will 
be considered to be where they are resident for the majority of nights in a normal school week. 
Where the distance between two or more applicant’s homes and the college is the same, random 
allocation will be used to decide between them. This process will be independently verified. 
Sealed envelopes with the name of one applicant per envelope will be drawn randomly. 
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7. In-year admissions and late applications 
 
Applicants outside the normal admission round will need to demonstrate that they have academic 
ability in their chosen subjects and/or have the subject knowledge to fit in to fast paced courses 
without difficulty. Successful applicants will only be admitted if there is a vacancy but may be places 
on the waiting list. 
A waiting list of applicants who have met the minimum entry requirements but not offered a place 
will be maintained until the end of September in the academic year of entry. It is open to such 
applicants to ask to be placed on this waiting list. The priority order for entry within the waiting list 
will be determined by applying the oversubscription criteria in section 6.1 of this policy. Priority will 
not be given to candidates on the basis that they have been on the waiting list the longest. 
Transfer into Year 12 and Year 13 after the 31st October will be permitted only in exceptional 
circumstances and at the discretion of the Principal. 
Applications for in-year admissions should be made directly to Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form via 
reception@isaacnewtonsixthform.co.uk. 
 
8. Year 12 resit applicants 
 
Only in exceptional circumstances will a student be admitted to Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form from a 
different 16-19 provider to repeat Year 12 (for example, a serious illness that disrupted their Year 12 
attainment). Year 12 re-sit applicants should email Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form directly via 
reception@isaacnewtonsixthform.co.uk. 
 
9. Appeal Process 
 
If an applicant wishes to appeal against the decision to not offer them a place in Sir Isaac Newton 
Sixth Form the appeals process is as follows: 
 

• Stage 1: The applicant will have the right to appeal, in writing, within 20 school days of 
receipt of the letter informing them of the decision not to offer them a place to the Principal. 
The Principal will investigate the application and inform the applicant of the result of the 
appeal within 20 school days of receipt of the appeal letter. If the Principal is unable to 
consider the appeal then it will be considered by the Secondary Director of Inspiration Trust. 

• Stage 2: If the applicant is not happy with the Principal’s decision they will be offered the 
right of appeal to an independent appeals panel. They must notify in writing the Company 
Secretary of the Inspiration Trust of their intention to appeal within 20 school days of receipt 
of the letter from the Principal. The Company Secretary can be contacted via 
governance@inspirationtrust.org 

 
10. Monitoring arrangements 
 
This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Inspiration Trust Board of Trustees every year. 
 


